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iy The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters
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R Event Reference Year (AD)
%N Ck' m" MWWNNKT‘YWMc Descent of the Holy Spirit Acts 2:1-13 30
h”’iﬁ'h "Nmfﬂm)cfm o Setting Up of the Church Acts 2:40-47 30
L Tl ! First Persecutions [Acts 4:1-22]; [5:21-42}; [7:1-60 35
&”J'H wqu””tl(v”‘ EABYEIAN AL Philip at Samaria 35
Ht()“ﬁt]k@kj\uﬂh‘k’”f‘f*ﬂbﬁ' 0TAN Conversion of Saul 36
it i LR ‘ q First Gentile Converted 40
ANBPOTION BN YW WPOPENNMMQM ' } Founding of Church at Antioch |[Acts 11:19-30| 43
9‘]T¢FN¢WNT\ Wmmi‘immm ‘ Writing of Matthew's Gospel Matthew 43
”.ITN‘O’YK““ OWO)WM‘YLWT\H | ? James Writes his Epistle[] James 45
A ST Sk {0 e Paul's Call [Acts 13:1-3 a7
T" e*,'n!t!‘wmlmmwm"uﬂ" I \ 'Y His First Missionary Journey Begun [Acts 13:4-14:28] 48
‘meﬂu MMWN GMNMM'\W" | ;% 4{ Council at Jerusalem Acts 15:6-35 50
VAN { 'xom‘omlwm '( Second Missionary Journey Begun [(Map) |Acts 15:39-18:22] 51
.xwm“?ﬂ”wm ol K o »” Writing of | Thessalonians | Thessalonians 52
W'ﬂ??lw eYONTT M“N‘qu "B Writing of Il Thessalonians Il Thessalonians 53

Third Missionary Journey Begun [Acts 18:23-21:17] 54

gl A /!
i LR e Nm Y |w‘ A
}??Hﬂ’“nﬁlw 0 N L»lm‘)"l 8 Writing of | Corinthians I Corinthians 57

|M¥mm1‘11q i At b » Writing of Galatians Galatians 57
W e SR h’i o Y A b Writing of Il Corinthians Il Corinthians 58
I"me ; “ mm g Writing of Romans Romans 58
iy mncmm FAW KA ",i e s ! Writing of Luke's Gospel Luke 59
! '.i I i o Paul's Arrest at Jerusalem |Acts 21:26-22:29 58
’ b M7 Paul at Caesarea Acts 23:23-26:32) 59
. o M Paul Starts for Rome Acts 27:1-2 60
BT ¥ ey St Paul Reaches Rome |[Acts 28:11-164 61
IAET Paul's Imprisonment at Rome |Acts 28:16-31| 62

‘ ol “m ; Paul Writes Ephesians Ephesians 62

1 i, Tt e o Paul Writes Philippians Philippians 62

. ) ; ‘ Paul Writes Colossians Colossians 62

| s ' A Paul Writes Philemon Philemon 62
i A James Killed by Herod 62

Y TI¥PA ' fdad N | Peter Written | Peter 63
v : ¢ ":amﬂm‘ 34 Acts Written Acts 63
AR TRt Paul is Acquitted - 63
W‘ &}kﬁﬂ‘ ?‘u(‘-r" Paul Writes Hebrews Hebrews 63
I’W} }«.‘"i-k‘ﬂ]. Paul Writes | Timothy I Timothy 63

CEELAR v e Paul Writes Titus Titus 63

Writing of Mark's Gospel Mark 64

Il Peter Written Il Peter 65

Paul's Second Imprisonment at Rome - 65

Il Timothy Written Il Timothy 66

Martyrdom of Paul - 66

Destruction of Jerusalem - 71

Jude's Epistle Written Jude 75

Writing of John's Gospel John 85

Writing of John's Three Epistles I John; Il John; Il John 90

John's Visions at Patmos Revelation 1:9| 96

Revelation Written Revelation 97

Death of John - 100



Hebrews 10-13

Book of Acts written

Simon Peter arrives in Rome

2 Peter 1-3

Jude

Titus 1-3

1 Timothy 1-3

1 Timothy 4-5

Death of Simon Peter

2 Timothy 1-3

Paul arrested in Miletus and in prison in Rome

1 John 1-3

1 John 4-5

2 John

3 John
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Introduction

The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

[. Along with 1 and 2 Timothy, these letters to Paul’s sons in

the
[I. Titus

faith are traditionally called “The Pastoral Epistles.”
was written between a.d. 64, while Paul ministered to

Macedonian churches between his first and second
Roman imprisonments, from either Corinth or Nicopolis.

[11. Titus

ministered for a period of time with Paul on the Island

of Crete and was left behind to continue and strengthen

the
(1T
to d
int

work (1:5), much as he left Timothy at Ephesus
imothy 1:3). After Artemas or Tychicus (3:12) arrived
irect the ministry there, Paul wanted Titus to join him
ne city of Nicopolis, in the province of Achaia in Greece,

and

[V. Most

stay through the winter (3:12).
likely, Titus served with Paul on both Paul’s second

and third missionary journeys. Titus, like Timothy (2
Timothy 1:2), had become a beloved disciple (1:4) and
fellow worker in the Gospel (2 Corinthians 8:23). Paul’s
last mention of Titus (2 Timothy 4:10) reports that he had
gone on a mission in Dalmatia—modern Yugoslavia.



rm:' o ‘ : ."n ‘
)

AN /
Wk ..
y

v i
-l,

AR

BN AP FONN SN N AJarey 18 e
kA16Z € & FONTALY, £ PACRYTHY Yoy s
BA S OY (”{)J»%"LPON AP EAEYCOMN A
F1EDTITREIAS KATATEO RN (Y KT 0T

b

o
] <‘ ‘I.‘vi

W'
U

The Book of Acts and The APostolic | etters

Introduction
V. Because of his involvement with the church at Corinth
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during Paul’s third missionary journey, Titus is mentioned
9 times in 2 Corinthians (2:13; 7:6, 13, 14; 8:6, 16, 23;
12:18), where Paul refers to him as “my brother” (2:13)
and “my partner and fellow worker” (8:23). Titus had
even accompanied Paul and Barnabas years earlier to the

Council of Jerusalem where Judaizers were the subject
(Acts 15; Galatians 2:1-5).
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

EMERP PO 400ebH N Aoy 18 e

B. Key People

kNEZE Y FONTAEE) PACXYTHY Yo

AR G RO 11 Eheyconp [. Peter—one of Jesus’ twelve disciples; wrote to encourage

A YETAE A LAY AT (Y HERT 01U .

e i persecuted believers (1:1-5:14)

BTt oYkAD KT [I. Silas—a missionary who traveled with Paul and who
P KO 0B O)AEN APY Arfurh 1) ' . . .y .

il i ALY assisted Peter in writing his letters (5:12)

T A [[Il. Mark—a leader in the early assemblies who used Peter’s
y TOC0Y KOT A 044 0 AFN O

Al testimony to write the gospel of Mark (5:13)
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f—mb.m.unexmcmuunmezxryc 1 C Outline
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&'71!16’{(“{)1%‘4-?0}4 O ENEYEOMM AL I Salutathn (11_4)
e e o i 5 [I. Essentials for Effective Evangelism (1:5-3:11)
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BTt v TR A. Among Leaders (1:5-16)
JTOC 1YY KOTRA 08¢ 0)AHN APY ArPiTRTON

T oy 1. Recognition of elders (1:5-9)

e Mg 2. Rebuke of false teachers (1:10-16)
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HPYAH e ONTIAPAAE N KM My, ‘,‘{ B. In the Church (21—15)

NppHrA PO NYKPTHABRaTA, 4 1. Holy living (2:1-10)

KoM mepro T Y TP KRNt d :

A by YA Y XU M 2. Sound doctrine (2:11-15)

A AAE BANTATDINRATIHEIY C. Inthe World (3:1-11)
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11 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for

the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth
which is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life, which

- God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at the proper
~ time revealed His word in the proclamation with which | was
| entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior;

4 To Titus, my true son in a common faith: Grace and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.
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PM?, 4\ i
AV
-

ENCAP FAONN LAV TERRN KTOYTH Xoye 1

Wezedrmmaemanman. 1 £ @Ul; @ bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for
maneeppneennn — the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth

E1EHTITACIAC Y ﬁm«-w-:wﬁ BHEN

s WHICH 1S @ccording to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life, which
srconneiailbitinat - (30d, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at the proper

HATOE Oy KOTh 0BT O] AEN AT ATBrATON

mememremerne 1 time revealed His word in the proclamation with which | was
TOV0TON ANHIWTTON €178 EA oA frre

AT i entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior;

HPIAH Ht'fmnmm"“m"m’m i

wman 4 4 To Titus, my true son in a common faith: Grace and peace from
NP HrApHaaTh NYKES: | } _ .
wenymeerymerimen - God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

IS BTy Oy A HIAY XN MBI
AtoHeMAN e G‘Ammr&awltk{xmm !
0 XebeorM »«f?um MHOEIN TP
‘}’F‘!qu BERHTIeENTTERTAYE |

| EZMYKNTH ' , , ,
9%“'““%")‘k:%gmm,m.l Differentiate “God” and “Jesus Christ.”
{7 RO TeORATS

ATerA s B0 MW ckoY -rmfa:k;
)\rn‘-)\otcmn,\'z'nmskm}r:m Vid
Y 1ep A PN TEY YO 1 TR

1:1-4 BoncLservant) c:loulos, one who repeats and does only what his is told.

God does not ]ie, repent, or change:

TSR R TH T God is not a man, that He should lie,
D kb i) NPk o} 1A I
B DAL inty it Nor a son omc man, tlﬁat He should repent;

Has He said, and will He not do it?

Or has He spoken, and will He not make it goocl?
“Behold, I have received a command to bless:;
When He has blesseolJ then | cannot revoke it.
Numbers 25:19-20
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P b ronasb e i 1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for
maappiunesns the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth

E1EHTITACIAC Y ﬁm«-w-:wﬁ BHEN

s WHICH 1S @ccording to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life, which
srconneiailbitinat - (30d, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at the proper

HATOE Oy KOTh 0BT O] AEN AT ATBrATON

mememremerne 1 time revealed His word in the proclamation with which | was
TOV0TON ANHIWTTON €178 EA oA frre

A—— i entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior;

MpYIATH B1ETONTIAPAMFIEINIH I, g

st ARSI 4 To Titus, my true son in a common faith: Grace and peace from
pEM ' 53 _ _
KON ey T €Y TP KAV } God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.
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AEOAMANE AN TAP O EAKNYXHERA 1 C
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1:1-4 What does Paul mean when he says, “My true son?”

Fe1av Maripm T g What is the difference between “son,” “bond-servant,” “disciple,” and “friend?”

DRAETIEINEN >J<°Y°1T‘F§‘N‘T.kwﬁ |

fmepRan RIS , , , , ,

R o MOMW“‘””T;HWF‘ v.3-4 It is God who is called our Savior/Deliverer in the Hebrew ScriPtures; here it is
; 3 TR ZR T , _ ,

?:::T:;?;;;;t,mm,w.,..,,' the Messiah Yeshua. This is tgl:)lcal of the New Testament’s use of roundabout

TIASRE TRTOCTH Ianguage to highlight Yeshua's clivinitg. Instead of saying “Yeshua is God,” it

D kb i) NPk o} 1A I ) ) )

B DI s, ¥t descr:bes hxm using terms that applg onlg to God.
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Qualifications of Elders

5 For this reason, | left you in Crete, that you would set in order
what remains and appoint elders in every city as | directed

- you, 6 namely, if any man is beyond reproach, the husband of one
. wife, having children who believe, not accused of indecent behavior
- or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be beyond reproach as God’s

HPYATH B1ETONTIATAAFI NN Koyt

. steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not overindulging in

Tﬁ.PHnU?‘. AOYKETONANBHOTWAR, |
Y

wine, not a bully, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, loving
what is good, self-controlled, righteous, holy, disciplined, 9 holding
firmly the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so
that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute
those who contradict it.
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

Qualifications of Elders

5 For this reason, | left you in Crete, that you would set in order
what remains and appoint elders in every city as | directed

you, 6 namely, if any man is beyond reproach, the husband of one
' wife, having children who believe, not accused of indecent behavior

or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be beyond reproach as God’s
steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not overindulging in
wine, not a bully, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, loving
what is good, self-controlled, righteous, holy, disciplined, 9 holding
firmly the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so
that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute
those who contradict it.

1:5-9 Thejob of leaders is to establish or maintain biblical order among the ge”owship
and to iclcnthcg and aPPoint other elders fo like-kind.

God’s standards for all believers are high; His requircment for church leaders is to
set that standard and model it. Such leaders are not qualiﬁecl on the basis of natural
abili’tg, inte”igence, or education but on the basis of moral and sPiri‘cual character
and the abilitg to teach others.
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

Qualifications of Elders

5 For this reason, | left you in Crete, that you would set in order
what remains and appoint elders in every city as | directed

you, 6 namely, if any man is beyond reproach, the husband of one
' wife, having children who believe, not accused of indecent behavior

or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be beyond reproach as God’s
steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not overindulging in
wine, not a bully, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, loving
what is good, self-controlled, righteous, holy, disciplined, 9 holding
firmly the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so
that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute
those who contradict it.

1:5-9 The list above reviews notjust characteristics that would clisqualhcg, but also
those that are needed to qualhcy.
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| The Book of Acts and The Apostolic |_etters

10 For there are many rebellious people, empty talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be
silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things
they should not teach for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of

. them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil
~ beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this
 reason reprimand them severely so that they may be sound in the

faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments
of men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are
pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure,
but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They
profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,

being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

10 For there are many rebellious people, empty talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be
silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things
they should not teach for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of

| them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil

beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this

reason, reprimand them severely so that they may be sound in the
faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments
of men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are
pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure,
but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They
profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,

being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

110 The Circumcision is not a synonym either for Messianic Jews or for non-
Messianic Jews. Rather, it denotes, as in Galatia, a group which included Gentiles as
well as Jews, whose clistinguishing mark was that theg favored circumcising Gentile
believers to become Jewish for salvation. Paul was uncompromising in his OPPosition
to them because their doctrine contradicted the Gospel of faith alone. This was the

central issue in the book of Galatiansj and at Acts 15, the matter was settled once

ancl FOF a”
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

10 For there are many rebellious people, empty talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be
silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things
they should not teach for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of

| them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil

beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this

reason, reprimand them severely so that they may be sound in the
faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments
of men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are
pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure,
but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They
profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,

being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

1:1 Exactlg how the false teachers might have made dishonest gainis not clcar;
however, in the ancient worlcl, Cretans were known for their greed and for other
negative qualities. One of their own Prophets) Epimenides of Cnossos, In the 6th
century B.C. Starting with the claim that the tomb of Zeus was on their island) the

Cretans acquirecl a rePutation for being liars.
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1:12-1% This statement is meant to alert Titus to the cultural tendencg of the Cretans

categorg. In other Worcis, dor’t be gent|e, dor’t assume the best with them; lns’cead,

be careful and watchful because theg cannot be trusted.
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic | etters

10 For there are many rebellious people, empty talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be
silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things
they should not teach for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of

| them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil

beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this

reason, reprimand them severely so that they may be sound in the
faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments
of men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are
pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure,
but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They
profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,

being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

1:14-16 As to those interested in Promoting as essential, the Jewish traditional oral
commandments, Paul demands Titus FCJ@Ct such a notion. The items on trial here are
the “commandments of men’ (not God or Torah) and Jewish mgsticism and ways o1c
life that are begoncl the written Word of God. E’specia”g criticized are those man-
made commandments that lead followers to clisobeg the written commandments or to

adop‘c a Gospcl that is not bﬂ faith alone.
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The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

Recall that Paul has left Titus on the Island of Crete to aPPoint and establish

qualiﬁecl rulers in every citg. The book we read could have been ca”ecl, “ICretans.”

3 < 2d
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Mediterranean Sea
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| The Book of Acts and The APostolic | etters

Proclaim Sound Doctrine

2 1 But as for you, proclaim the things which are fitting for sound
doctrine. 2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified, self-

. controlled, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.

- 3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not
- malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is

good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their
husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at
home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word
of God will not be dishonored.
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Proclaim Sound Doctrine

2 1 But as for you, proclaim the things which are fitting for sound

' doctrine. 2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified, self-
| controlled, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.

3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not
malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is
good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their
husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at
nome, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word
of God will not be dishonored.

2:1-5 Summary: be humble, service-oriented, and lead a respectable life that leaves a
goocl rePutation. Do not seek a life that is rebellious, se;ﬁpromotional, loose,

immoral, or trenclg.

Since you are known as a Christian, the Primarg reason for living well is not to leave a
Iegacg for 9ourse|1c) but to uphold God's rePutation as others consider who you are.
In Fact, the Very reason you are able to live well and do so for God’s glorg is that

HOUF heart has lDCCﬂ changecl in salvation to CICSiFC to ClO SO.
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Proclaim Sound Doctrine

2 1 But as for you, proclaim the things which are fitting for sound

doctrine. 2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified, self-
controlled, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.

3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not
malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is
good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their
husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at
nome, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word
of God will not be dishonored.

2:1-5
Foritis bg grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
Hourselves, it is the ghct of God— not bg works, so that no one can boast. For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do goocl works, which God
Preparecl in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10)
"so that you may live for the rest of your ear’chlg life not for evil human desires, but
rather for the will of God (1Peter 4:2)
For God bought you with a high Price. 50 you must honor God with your bodg.
(ICorinthians 6:20)
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i %{@ The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

6 Likewise, urge the young men to be sensible; 7 in all things show
yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine,
dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the
opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.

9 Urge slaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be
pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not stealing, but showing all good

3 faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every

respect.

2:6-10 Young men are essentia”g called to the same self-controlled and cligniﬁ'ecl life

to W]"llClW OICICF men are ca”ed.

Mentioned here is that the Devil (“oPPonent”) will be Put to shame bg young men
contro”ing how theg live. Whg? Magbe it is because the devil is a more tempting
adversarg for those who do not know him well and for those who are tgpica”y drawn
to what the world offers.
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T R While a small number of Cretans were Priestesses) rulers, or scribes, the vast maﬁori‘cg

BAYAE OYCTIPERONIEEL ENEyeoN At were laborers or farmers. This large, Procluctive class was itself divided into the free
E]OTITREM AR RN MY 0T / /
Am?wmnwxﬁr:poenz\;tunmmrm | and the slave. Late Bronze Age slaves were tgp:ca”g prisoners of war or debtors.
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ot TIEE 22 wool, processing flax, and rowing in the 53”695 of warshlps. Tables mention that

Cretan Minoan slaves had routes to leave slaverg, but onlg a few could actua”g earn

their way to freedom. Mang People entered and exited slaverg at least once in their
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lifetime (from debt) . and there was much less of a stigma attached to the term than
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and if you could ﬂee, few knew how to swim.
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11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
people, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously, and in a godly manner in the
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of

. the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave

Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify

for Himself a people for His own possession, eager for good deeds.

4

15 These things speak and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. No
one is to disregard you.
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11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
people, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously, and in a godly manner in the
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of
. the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave
- Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify

w5 for Himself a people for His own possession, eager for good deeds.
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one is to disregard you.

2:11-15 The reason to live the way Paul is ciescribing is that it is the life to which we all
know we are called as believers. We live Wiselgj not for immediate gratiicication. We
maintain a |ong~term, wise Perspective on what we engage each dag, anticipating His
return at any moment and wanting to be found spending our time and interests on

what He would find Pieasing when He appears.

There are alot of things you could sPencl your time cloing. How would you live if you
knew He was returning this afternoon? Are the things you spend time doing tiwings
that He would be Pleasecl with? Practice te”ing Him what you have been up to over
the Past few months.
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11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
people, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously, and in a godly manner in the
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of
. the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave
- Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify

et for Himself a people for His own possession, eager for good deeds.
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one is to disregard you.

2:11-15 Trtus was evic:lent|9 not surrounded ]39 suPPorters ]39 default. Pauls final
charge here was meant to insPire courage and a firm stance, should oPPosition arise.
Some things need to be in Place fora goocl result, and some rec:]uirements need to

be non~negotiable. The tenets of this letter are not oPtional.

When you are Placecl iIn a circumstance or a new environment, realize that it is wise to
Pre~cletermine certain things that need to be maintained for the circumstance to
work out well: !ooking for a spouse, entering a newjob, church, school, or

Frienclship. Be careful, make a list of rec]uirements and cautions, and follow them.
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3 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to slander no one, not
to be contentious, to be gentle, showing every consideration for all

. people. 3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
~ enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice

.. and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness
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of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved
us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but In
accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration

and renewing by the Holy Spirit 6 whom He richly poured out upon
us through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His
grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
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3 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to slander no one, not
to be contentious, to be gentle, showing every consideration for all
people. 3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived,

. enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice

and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness

of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved
us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but In
accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration

and renewing by the Holy Spirit 6 whom He richly poured out upon
us through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His
grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

5:1-7 Every Posi’cion of civil authoritg) without regarcl to competency, moralitg,
reasonableness, or any other caveat, is to be obegecl, for there is no authoritg
except God. He has instituted 4 authorities on earth: 1) the government over all
citizens; 2) the church over all believers; 3) the parents over all children; and 4) the
masters over all em[:)logees.

Do every goocl deed ... showing every consideration. Peaceful, law~abiding citizens
need not fear the authorities. Few governments will harm those who obeg their laws. In

Fact, governments usua”g Commencl SUCh PCOP]C.
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, This Greek word for “submit” is the same as that of a soldier’s absolute obedience to
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BAYAt OYCYSPERON A B EABYEIM AL his superior. Scril:)ture makes one excel:)tion: when obeclience to authoritg would
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Then the king of ngth spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah, and the other was named Puah; and he said, “When you are helping the

ancmcwwwmomoa“ogwm B

!
b sk Hm"“”mmmmm“j Hebrew women to gve birth and see them upon the birthstool, if it is a son, then

| you shall put him to death; but if it is a claughter, then she shall live.” But the
RO MUt o ) .
z:i::mx:}::wwm@} i midwives feared God, and did not do as the klng of Cgypt had commanded them,
oY keeou Mt oS b ot the bogs live. So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them,

B Mm‘mmmmmﬁi vé , , ) 1 )
jw,:mi@mmmﬁ”"fmﬁ T “Wh9 have you done this thmg, and let the bogs live?” The midwives said to

LR
NP PHTAPHMATA NOYKETIRNBITIONA, 1§
KpeH Y nerRy T T Koy

'irzﬂ&'mv”::’:xm:’:’::; Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Eggl:)tian women; for theg
ﬁ::lmﬁmjfumﬁ*‘“ﬁi"""f’; are vigorous and gve birth before the midwife can getto them.” So God was goocl
mm,’mf;mm’” J to the midwives, and the People mu tipliecﬂ, and became very mightg. And because
Rtkerow) R O the midwives feared Gocl, He established households for them.
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Exodus 1:15-21
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Nebuchadnezzar began speaking and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abeanego) that you do not serve my gocls, nor worshil:) the golden statue that |
have set up? Now.. iF you do not worship, you will immediate|9 be thrown into the
midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can rescue you from my
hands?” SHadrach, Meshach, and Abeclmego repliecl to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar,
we are not in need of an answer to give you concerning this matter. If it be SO,

our God whom we serve is able to rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He
will rescue us from your hancl) O king. But even if He does not, let it be known to
you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods nor worship the goiclen statue
that you have set uP.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with Wra’chJ and his facial
exPression changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abecl-nego. He answered bﬂ
gving orders to heat the furnace seven times as much as it was usua”g heated. And
he ordered certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach,
Meshach) and Abecl-nego in order to throw them into the furnace of blazing

fire. Then these men were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps, and

their other clothes, and were thrown into the middle of the furnace of blazing fire. For
this reason, because the king’s command was harsh and the furnace had been made
extremelg ho‘c, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego. But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, fell into the middle of the furnace of blazing ﬁ're, still tied up. (Daniel 3:14-23)
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Then these men said, “We will not find any grouncl of accusation against this Daniel

unless we find it against him regarding the law of his God.” Then these commissioners

and satraPs consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce
an injunction that anyone who offers a prayer to any gocl Or person besides you, O
king, for thirty clags, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. Now, O king, establish the
injunction and sign the document so that it will not be changecl, accorcling to the law
of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked.” Thereupon, King

Darius signecl the document) that IS, the injunction. Now, when Daniel learned that
the document was signecl, he entered his house (and in his roof chamber, he had
windows open toward Jerusalem); and he kel:)t kneeling on his knees three times a
clag, Praging and ogering Praise before his Gocl,just as he had been cloing
Previous!g. Theg aPProached and sPoke before the king: “Did you not sign an
injunction that any person who offers a prayer to any gocl Oor person besides you, O
king for thirtg clags, is to be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king replied, “The
statement is true. Then theg resl:)onclecl, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from
Judah) pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signecl) but
keePs ogering his prayer three times a clag.” Then, as soon as the king heard this

statement, he was deeplﬂ clistressecl, and set his mind on rescuing Daniel; and until

sunset, he kePt exerting himself to save him... Then the king gave orders, and Daniel
was brought in and thrown into the lions’ den. (Daniel : 5-16)
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Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authoritg except

| God has instituted, and those who do so will bringjudgment on themselves. 3 For

want to be free from fear of the one in authoritg? Then do what is right and you will
be commended. 4 For the one in authoritg is God’s servant for your goocl. But if you
do wrong, be ancraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. Theg are God’s

servants, agents of wrath to bring Punishmf:nt on the wrongcloer. 5 Therefore, itis

AL BN MWW‘?’”’I"“@1; _ i

O KBeasi) A TN ANHIRRNFRIERS 0 necessary to submit to the authorities) not onlg because of Possib!e Punishment but
wmw«\ Mmcmmf!”“w"i. i) .

- mmﬁmummﬁmmﬁ ' also as a matter of conscience.
'ITt*f&'mT‘”“*’:xm:”{::m__ 6 This is also Whg you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who gve their
MERA posA) B0 i, , , ,

N-mmmmj'umvwhi“a‘f’: full time to governing, 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay

" M'mn}cr'f-z.- , , .

i:;;ﬁmﬁ:;?m‘““ ” taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respec’c, then respect; if honor, then honor.

D) Ak 1 & Romans 13: 1-7
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Submit gourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as

you silence the i Ignorance of foolish People Act as free People and do not use your
freedomas a covering, for CVII but use it as bond-servants of God. Honor all

People, love the brothcrhoocﬂ, fear GocL honor the kmg.
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"3 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to slander no one, not
to be contentious, to be gentle, showing every consideration for all
people. 3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived,

. enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice

and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness

of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved

us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but In
accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration

and renewing by the Holy Spirit 6 whom He richly poured out upon
us through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His

grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
5:5-7 This is the keg to looking rightlg on the lost. We do not discuss how awful theg

are or how repulsed we are bg their behavior. We do not scratch our heads about
Whg theg “do not get it.” lnsteacl) we realize that we, too, have been where theg are,
and we care for them bg rcaching out, sPencling time with them, and discussing truth
and the Gospel. We should assume theg do not know what theg are c:loing wrong
because no one has told them. We reach out again and again, because it took us a
long time to accel:)t the truth ourselves. Remember, you were not Worthg of respect
either, and were lost and naive. HCIP them bg gving them multiple chances. Yourjob

is not to stad at a distance in disgust or wonder, or to give up on them.
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8 This statement is trustworthy; and concerning these things | want
you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will
be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and
beneficial for people. 9 But avoid foolish controversies

. and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they
~ are useless and worthless. 10 Reject a divisive person after a first
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and second warning, 11 knowing that such a person has deviated
from what is right and is sinning, being self-condemned.
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%.8-11. Do not be soft on gossipl:)ers) those who are dismissive and rude to the lost,

the rebellious and disobedient, or the religiouslg arrogant.

finer details or Aivicling over such things IS contrarg to his doctrine.

Useless and worthless things that are detrimental and are to be rePrimancled and
rejected ]39 Paul include:

0 1) Foolish controversies

2) Genealogies

%) Disl:)utes about the Law

Discuss some examPles of these items.
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understand either what tlﬂeg are saying or the matters about which theg make

la\mcuuy, realizing the fact that law is not made for a riglnteous person but for those
g ! who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungoc”y and sinners, for the unholg
| i and worlc”g, for those who kill their fathers or mot]'\ers, for murclerers, for

the sexua”g immoral) homosexualsJ slave traders) !iars, Pexjurers, and whatever else

s contrary to sound teaclﬁing. (lTimotlﬁg 1:3-10)
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Personal Concerns

12 When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to
come to me at Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter

- there. 13 Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way
' so that nothing is lacking for them. 14 Our people must also learn
- to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will
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not be unproductive.

15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love
us in the faith.

Grace be with you all.
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