
The Book of Acts and Epistles: 
The Gospel Goes to the Nations





The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters
Event Reference Year (AD) 
Descent of the Holy Spirit Acts 2:1-13  30 
Setting Up of the Church Acts 2:40-47  30 

First Persecutions (Illustration) Acts 4:1-22; 5:21-42; 7:1-60 35 
Philip at Samaria Acts 8:4-13  35 

Conversion of Saul (Illustration) Acts 9:1-9  36 
First Gentile Converted Acts 10:1-48  40 
Founding of Church at Antioch Acts 11:19-30  43 
Writing of Matthew's Gospel Matthew 43 
James Writes his Epistle1 James 45 
Paul's Call Acts 13:1-3  47 

His First Missionary Journey Begun (Map) Acts 13:4-14:28  48 
Council at Jerusalem Acts 15:6-35  50 

Second Missionary Journey Begun (Map) Acts 15:39-18:22  51 
Writing of I Thessalonians I Thessalonians 52 
Writing of II Thessalonians II Thessalonians 53 
Third Missionary Journey Begun (Map) Acts 18:23-21:17  54 
Writing of I Corinthians I Corinthians 57 
Writing of Galatians Galatians 57 
Writing of II Corinthians II Corinthians 58 
Writing of Romans Romans 58 
Writing of Luke's Gospel Luke 59 
Paul's Arrest at Jerusalem Acts 21:26-22:29  58 
Paul at Caesarea Acts 23:23-26:32  59 
Paul Starts for Rome Acts 27:1-2  60 
Paul Reaches Rome Acts 28:11-16a  61 
Paul's Imprisonment at Rome Acts 28:16-31  62 
Paul Writes Ephesians Ephesians 62 
Paul Writes Philippians Philippians 62 
Paul Writes Colossians Colossians 62 
Paul Writes Philemon Philemon 62 
James Killed by Herod Acts 12:1-25  62 
I Peter Written I Peter 63 
Acts Written Acts 63 
Paul is Acquitted - 63 
Paul Writes Hebrews Hebrews 63 
Paul Writes I Timothy I Timothy 63 
Paul Writes Titus Titus 63 
Writing of Mark's Gospel Mark 64 
II Peter Written II Peter 65 
Paul's Second Imprisonment at Rome - 65 
II Timothy Written II Timothy 66 
Martyrdom of Paul - 66 
Destruction of Jerusalem - 71 
Jude's Epistle Written Jude 75 
Writing of John's Gospel John 85 
Writing of John's Three Epistles I John; II John; III John 90 
John's Visions at Patmos Revelation 1:9  96 
Revelation Written Revelation 97 
Death of John - 100 

 



(For our sin, AND His own)

(Exodus 25–31, 35–40)



(For our sin, AND His own)

(Exodus 25–31, 35–40)

The Book Of Hebrews

Purpose:
When forced to choose between Messiah and the Temple or between Old 

and New Covenant stipulations, what do I do? Which is the priority if both 
cannot be respected?

How can the priesthood of Messiah/Melchizedek and that of the Levites/
Abraham coexist?



The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.



The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

12:1-3. As we enter the writer’s message summary, we are asked to compare our 
thoughts and actions to the One who came to show us how to please the Father.  He 
was not always allowed to participate in what others controlled.  He was rejected by 
others, even killed for speaking and practicing the Truth.  In this same way, as we 
face difficulty or even restriction on praxis, take heart that even the Master needed 
to maintain priorities instead of receiving earthly approval from others, even those 
who should have been ones we would have expected to be on His side.  This is the 
experience of the heroes of the faith in chapter 11, the prophets, the Messiah, and 
us.

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.



The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

12:1-3. Chapter 12 largely emphasizes the negative aspects of practicing true faith in 
this fallen world, while Chapter 13 accentuates the positive aspects. 

Biblical faith is not just a personally focused life of self-improvement and personal 
perfection through avoiding sin; it maintains the truth as we engage situations and 
serve others to preserve the world and call others to belief.  Amid this struggle, we 
receive both the troubles this engagement brings and the good results that result 
from a well-directed life.

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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12:1-3. These verses and the lives of the faithful in chapter 11 show that the Scriptures 
do not teach a “proclamational faith.”  Biblical faith is active. 

Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? Everyone who comes 
to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you who he is like: he is 
like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock. 
(Luke 6:46-48) 
The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to 
us and to our sons forever, so that we may follow all the words of this Law. 
(Deuteronomy 29:29)

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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12:1-3. In contrast to much of modern Christianity, faith requires choices more than 
concessions.  If we favor the heavenly, earthly situations will be disappointed.  If we 
favor the earthly, God will be situationally put aside.  Consider situations that 
demand a choice: Which do you favor when the family, social, work, or even religious 
environments conflict?  Ideally, priorities should remain set and decisions should 
follow, regardless of the reaction that produces in others.   

List your beliefs, set your standards, follow them, and let God handle the 
consequences.

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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12:1-3. We are not asked to courageously follow faith without our Master preceding 
us in doing so: 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon 
you for your testing, as though something strange were happening to you; but to 
the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing. (1Peter 
4:12-13) 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:14-15)

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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Endurance Elsewhere Emphasized 

1 Corinthians 9:24 - Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 
Romans 5:3-5 - Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint. 
Isaiah 40:31 - But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint. 
Matthew 24:13 - But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
2 Timothy 4:7 - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 
1 Corinthians 9:26 - So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. but 
I strictly discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified. 
Galatians 5:7 - You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
Psalm 119:32 - I will run in the way of your commandments when you enlarge my heart!
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12:1-3. Despising the shame.  While some enjoy telling of their sufferings, it is not our 
call to enjoy being ridiculed, rejected, mocked, excluded, or tortured.  While God 
blesses us for our endurance, the shame we may experience is wrong, evil, and 
should remain undesirable and “despised.”

The Consummate Example of Faith: Messiah 
12 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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Suffering at the Hands of Unbelievers Confirms Family Status 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your 
striving against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which 
is addressed to you as sons,


“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE PUNISHED BY HIM;

6 FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
AND HE PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.”


7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with 
sons; for what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
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12:4-8. For context, the writer reminds us that our sufferings are minimal compared 
with Christ, that they are temporary, and that they are marks that He considers us 
sons and daughters.  Further, our sufferings do not destroy us but strengthen our 
faith and character, causing us to emerge stronger.  With this alternate perspective, 
we can see how sufferings are tolerable and in some ways, beneficial.

Suffering at the Hands of Unbelievers Confirms Family Status 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your 
striving against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which 
is addressed to you as sons,


“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE PUNISHED BY HIM;

6 FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
AND HE PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.”


7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with 
sons; for what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
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12:4-8. In rabbinic Judaism, the Hebrew word “mamzer” is a technical term referring 
to the child of a marriage prohibited in Leviticus 18. Popularly, it means “illegitimate 
son,” and like “bastard,” it can express strong contempt.  In the Gospels, the 
prevailing attitude was that disease, disability, and social rejection were signs of 
God’s disfavor upon you.  However, the life of Messiah (and the prophets) would all 
challenge such an assumption.

Suffering at the Hands of Unbelievers Confirms Family Status 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your 
striving against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which 
is addressed to you as sons,


“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE PUNISHED BY HIM;

6 FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
AND HE PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.”


7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with 
sons; for what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
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9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and 
we respected them; shall we not much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 
as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that 
we may share His holiness. 11 For the moment, all discipline seems 
not to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained 
by it, afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
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12:9-11. This presents the perspective on righteous suffering borne by the Messiah 
and His followers.  It does not present a desire to be rejected, but considers our 
sufferings from a long-term perspective.  Sufferings are accepted while walking in 
truth, and endurance produces a positive result.  This perspective, along with the 
understanding that suffering marks us as children of His, and a knowledge of God’s 
faithfulness and care for us, has us endure to the end. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are 
those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward in heaven is great;  in this same way, they persecuted the prophets 
before you. (Matthew 5:9-12) 

9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and 
we respected them; shall we not much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 
as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that 
we may share His holiness. 11 For the moment, all discipline seems 
not to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained 
by it, afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
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12:9-11.  
“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is 
refined, and will test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will 
answer them. I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is my 
God.'” (Zechariah 13:9) 

Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of 
affliction.  (Isaiah 48:10)

9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and 
we respected them; shall we not much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 
as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that 
we may share His holiness. 11 For the moment, all discipline seems 
not to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained 
by it, afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
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12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees 
that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the 
limb which is impaired may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
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12:12-13. The contrast with is striking; the author no longer encourages with advice to 
“keep running” but concerns himself with those who can barely walk because of 
disadvantage, emotional fragility, or being spiritually weak. Parallel to the warnings 
of the various assemblies in Asia Minor in Revelation 2, there is a stern warning if we 
do not maintain a walk of faith in the midst of challenge.  This life is a battle, and it is 
imperative we walk with conviction, courage, and FAITH. 

Strengthen your arms. That is, increase your spiritual capacity for trust-grounded 
obedience to God despite the challenges that come from doing so. 

Steady your knees. This may be an encouragement to get hold of your emotions 
and stop fearing the world or the consequences of living rightly.

12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees 
that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the 
limb which is impaired may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
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12:12-13.  
Make a level path. “He leads me in straight paths for his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:4). 
Make your physical and social environment such that you can work in it for good: 
place yourself where temptations are not excessive.  

For your feet. Of the wicked, Isaiah writes, “Their feet run to evil, they make haste 
to shed innocent blood” (Isaiah 59:7). But of God’s servant, he writes, “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the bringer of Good News, announcing 
peace … and deliverance!” (Isaiah 52:7).  

If you are hurt or intimidated to compromise, neglect your weaknesses, and do not 
strengthen your resolve, what has been injured will get dislocated, “so that in the 
end, the person is worse off than he was before” (Matthew 12:46).  

If we give our situations proper spiritual attention, what has been injured will be 
healed, and we will emerge stronger rather than progressively fail. 

12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees 
that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the 
limb which is impaired may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
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14 Pursue peace with all people, and the holiness without which no 
one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the 
grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, 
and by it many become defiled; 16 that there be no sexually 
immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for 
a single meal. 17 For you know that even afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 
place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears.
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12:14-17. Faith for righteous standing before God: If you’re looking for a religion in 
which you can claim personal success, you should look outside Christianity. The 
book of Hebrews defends grace and faith above all else.  While a call to repentance 
and personal righteousness is inherent to belief, it is repeatedly noted throughout 
Scripture that we are never good enough to be accepted without grace and faith.

14 Pursue peace with all people, and the holiness without which no 
one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the 
grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, 
and by it many become defiled; 16 that there be no sexually 
immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for 
a single meal. 17 For you know that even afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 
place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears.
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Contrast of Sinai/Zion 
18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and 
to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and 
to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words, which sound was 
such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken 
to them. 20 For they could not cope with the command, “If even an 
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 And so terrible 
was the sight, that Moses said, “I am terrified and 
trembling.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads 
of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which 
speaks better than the blood of Abel.
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12:18-24. Faith for righteous standing before God: If you’re looking for a religion in 
which you can claim personal success, you should look outside Christianity. The 
book of Hebrews defends grace and faith above all else.  While a call to repentance 
and personal righteousness is inherent to belief, it is repeatedly noted throughout 
Scripture that we are never good enough to be accepted without grace and faith.

Contrast of Sinai/Zion 
18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and 
to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and 
to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words, which sound was 
such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken 
to them. 20 For they could not cope with the command, “If even an 
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 And so terrible 
was the sight, that Moses said, “I am terrified and 
trembling.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads 
of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which 
speaks better than the blood of Abel.
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Summary of the Two Kingdoms 
25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him 
who warns us from heaven. 26 And His voice shook the earth then, 
but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth, but also the heaven.” 27 This expression, “Yet once 
more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, 
as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let’s show gratitude, by which we may offer to 
God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God 
is a consuming fire.



The Book of Acts and The Apostolic Letters

12:25-29. When you cannot serve two masters, or in both kingdoms, choose wisely:  

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 
world, My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the 
Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” (John 18:36) 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and money.(Matthew 6:24)

Summary of the Two Kingdoms 
25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him 
who warns us from heaven. 26 And His voice shook the earth then, 
but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth, but also the heaven.” 27 This expression, “Yet once 
more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, 
as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let’s show gratitude, by which we may offer to 
God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God 
is a consuming fire.
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